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Law of RA on the Human Rights Defender

Adopted: 21.10.2003

Signed: 19.11. 2003

Entered into the force: 01.01.2004

Amendments and supplements to the law of: 01.06.06, 07.12.10
Unofficial translation

Article 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

The present Law defines the procedure of election and dismissal of the Human
Rights Defender, as well as the powers, forms and the guarantees of his/her
activity.

(Amendment of article 1 in 01.06.06 20-112-U law)

Article 2. HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDER

The Human Rights Defender (hereinafter referred to as the Defender) is an
independent and unaltered official, who, guided by the fundamental principles of
lawfulness, social co-existence and social justice, protects the human rights and
fundamental freedoms violated by the state and local self-governing bodies or
their officials.

(Amendment of article 2 in 01.06.06 20-112-U law and in 07.12.10 20-200-UL
law)

Article 3. ELECTION OF THE DEFENDER

1. The post of the Defender shall be held by a person having attained the age of 25,
who has high degree of prestige in the society, who the last five years lives in
Republic of Armenia, who is a citizen of the Republic of Armenia and has right to
vote.

2. The Defender shall be elected by the National Assembly by the votes of more
than 3/5 of the total number of deputies from candidates for a term of 6 years,
nominated by at least 1/5 of the National Assembly deputies.

The Defender should take the following oath upon his/her election:

“Having accepted the commitments of Human Rights Defender I swear hereby to
be faithful to RA Constitution and laws, the principles of justice, social
co-existence as to defend the human rights and fundamental freedoms of
individuals and citizens.

I swear to act in impartial, honest and diligent manner”.

3. The Defender shall take office on the day when the term of office of the
previous Defender expires. In the event the office of the Defender is vacant at the
moment of the election, Defender shall take office on the next day following the
election.

4. Next election of the Defender should be held in 40 days preceding the
termination of Defender's powers.

(Amendment of article 3 in 01.06.06 ZO-112-U law)

Article 4. RESTRICTION ON OTHER ACTIVITIES OF THE DEFENDER

1. The Defender shall not engage in entrepreneurial activity, shall not hold any
office in state or local self-governing bodies or commercial organizations and shall
not perform other work for compensation, except for scientific, pedagogical or
creative activities.

2. The Defender shall not be a member of any political party, nor shall he/she
nominate his/her candidacy for elections, participate in pre-election campaigns.

3. Within 14 days after assuming Office, the Defender shall discontinue any
activity that is inconsistent with the requirements of this Law.

(Amendment of article 4 in 07.12.10 20-200-V,)

Article 5. INDEPENDENCE OF THE DEFENDER

1. The Defender shall be independent in executing his/her powers and shall be
guided only by the Constitution and the Laws of the Republic of Armenia, as well
as recognized norms and principles of International Law. The Defender shall not
be subordinated to any state or local self-governing body or official.

2. The Defender shall not be obligated to provide clarifications, not even as a
witness, about the nature of a complaint or a document in his/her possession.
He/she shall not make them accessible for familiarization with the exception of
the cases and procedure not stipulated by the Law.

3. Defender’s decisions are not considered as administrative acts and not subjected
to appeal.
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